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Ref. No: 15/02381/PAN: Report of Pre Application Consultation (PAC Report)

2nd December 2015

Introduction

This document provides a summary of the steps taken to date by the Royal High School
Preservation Trust (RHSPT) as part of its pre-application consultation with the local community
and stakeholders. This report of pre-application consultation, and indeed the process employed,
has been informed by the Town and Country (Development Management Procedure) (Scotland)
Regulations 2013.

The consultation has followed the protocol for major application proposals in the context of the
Hierarchy of Development.

The submission of the planning application follows the statutory 12 week pre-application
consultation period.

Pre Application Consultation Process

Proposal of Application Notice

In accordance with the requirements of the Town & Country Planning (Development Management
Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2013, a Proposal of Application Notice (PAN) (Appendix 1) was
prepared and submitted to City of Edinburgh Council (CEC) on 23 April 2015.

The PAN (ref 15/02381/PAN) was described as
School building designed by Thomas Hamilton to form new premises for St Mary's Music School
and adaption and demolition of later ancillary buildings essential to form new residential and
practice facilities for the school . 6

The following pre-application consultation activities were proposed:

1 A Public Exhibition drop-in at the old Royal High School building on Regent Terrace was
proposed, before the location for the event was changed to Canongate Kirk, High Street to
take account of availability. The Public Exhibition was scheduled to take place on Thursday
18 June from 5pm to 8pm.

1 A public notice of the exhibition would appear in the Evening News.

In addition to CEC, the PAN was also sent to the following:

New Town & Broughton Community Council
Old Town Community Council

Edinburgh World Heritage Trust

Historic Scotland

Scottish Civic Trust

Ward Councillors

MSP for Edinburgh Central

MP for Edinburgh Central

The Cockburn Society

Regent, Royal & Carlton Terraces and Mews Association
City Centre Neighbourhood Partnership

=4 =8 =8 -8 _4_9_9_48_-9_-4_-23

The PAN also stated that consultation would take place with other consultees and interest groups,
with details following subsequently.

6Conse



CEC approved the PAN with a decision letter on 5 June. The approval was subject to additional
consultation as follows:

1 hold a further public event (daytime-evening), to be advertised at least 7 days in advance
9 distribute posters/leaflets in the local area, i.e. public noticeboards and neighbouring
residents

The applicant agreed to ensure that the information provided at the Public Exhibition was also

made available to members of t hette&lingawablicycnsert Mus i c

showcasing performances by the school és pupi
June from 6pm to 10pm.

Pre-exhibition consultation
Ahead of the public exhibition on 18 June, the applicant held a series of face to face meetings with
key stakeholders in order to brief them on the proposal.

1 The Chairman of the Royal High School Preservation Trust accepted invitations to give
presentations on the proposals at public meetings of the New Town & Broughton
Community Council and the Old Town Community Council on 11 and 12 May respectively.

1 Meetings were also held to update the ward councillors (Cllr Joanna Mowat, Cllr Karen
Doran and ClIr Alasdair Rankin), the local MSP (Marco Biagi) and the local MP (Deidre
Brock).

1 Meetings were held to brief representatives from key stakeholder organisations, including
the Scottish Civic Trust, Edinburgh World Heritage and Historic Scotland.

Public Exhibition i Advertising and Format

Public Notification
A notice advertising the first public exhibition was placed in the Edinburgh Evening News on 8
June confirming the following details:

9 Description of the proposed development
91 Date and venue of exhibition
1 How comments from the community could be made

A copy of the Public Notice is available at Appendix 2.

The bodies listed in the PAN were invited individually to the event: New Town & Broughton
Community Council; Old Town Community Council; Edinburgh World Heritage Trust; Historic
Scotland; Scottish Civic Trust; Wards Councillors; MSP for Edinburgh Central; MP for Edinburgh
Central; The Cockburn Society; Regent, Royal & Carlton Terraces and Mews Association; City
Centre Neighbourhood Partnership.

Posters advertising the event were affixed to public notice boards at Canongate Kirk and on public
and commercial notice boards in the neighbourhoods surrounding the old Royal High School.

A leaflet was also delivered to residential and business addresses in the surrounding areas.
(Appendix 3)

A designated website was launched (www.rhspt.org) that carried details of the community
consultation events and to store copies of the display boards afterward.

The announcement of the exhibition was also shared with local press via a news release, receiving
coverage in the Edinburgh Evening News, the Edinburgh Reporter, the Broughton Spurtle and STV
Online.
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Public Exhibition

The Exhibition was intended to illustrate the proposed approach to development and give members
of the local community, together with other interested parties from throughout the city, the
opportunity to provide feedback and ask the development team questions.

Arrangements for the Exhibition were overseen by the Royal High School Preservation Trust,
which had appointed communications agency Indigo to coordinate the event. On the evening,
representatives of the RHSPT were on hand to explain the proposal and to provide commentary
on a number of display boards illustrating t
approach to the design and implementation of its scheme.

During the event, which was staged in the main body of Canongate Kirk, visitors had the
opportunity to study the display boards in their own time, as well as listen to a short speech
introducing the proposal by RHSPT Chairman William Gray Muir, followed by comments by St
Marydés Mu ¢ head tedahdér o Kenneth Taylor outi ni ng the school
proposal.

he his

6s sup

Seni or members of staff and pupils from St Maryods

of the Exhibition to speak to members of the
The pupils also gave a short, informal musical recital to showcase the styles of performance for
which the old Royal High School would become a new setting, in the event of a successful planning
application.

On arrival at the event, all visitors were asked to register their details to allow the applicants the
opportunity to provide them with future correspondence on the proposal at it progresses. Visitors
were also asked to fill in a questionnaire on the proposals before leaving the event, and if unable
to do so, return completed forms by email or post. They were informed that copies of the display
boards would be available at www.rhspt.org for further examination.

Exhibition boards
Visitors to the Exhibition had the opportunity to see an array of 10 display boards covering:

commur

|l tonds

siteod

t he ¢

1. The principles that i nformed Thomas Hami
School;

2. The history of the RHS site up to the present day;

3. The educational et hos that unféaming and a suitables
future | ocation for St Marydés Music School ;

4., | nformation on St Maryé6és Music School and
proposal;

5. The key architectural and design constraints that must inform any future permanent
restoration of the site, as well as the opportunities presented for re-use as a school;

6. How the needs of St Maryés Music School
High School buildings;

7. How the site can sensitively and effectively be enhancedtomat ch t he need

Music School within the constraints of the site;

8. Site plans detailing the proposed re-use of the main building;

9. Site plans detailing the scope of the replacement building to the west; and

10.Det ail s of t he RHSEcEs§,public pesfarntance $paces amd mdxtisteps
for the proposal.

Copies of the display boards can be viewed at Appendix 6, accompanying this paper.

Representatives from the RHSPT were on hand to address specific questions from visitors on the
content of the displays.

Questionnaires
In order to secure feedback on the event and the proposals presented, all attendees were invited
to fill in a short questionnaire comprising three multiple choice questions. There was also space
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for additional comments to be provided. A collection box was made available at the event and
visitors were also advised that questionnaires could be returned by post or email. Additionally, an
electronic version of the questionnaire at www.rhspt.org was made available for respondents to
complete at any time after the event.

The RHSPT provided three questions in the questionnaire (detailed below), with the option to
respond with yes/no/indifferent. A copy of the questionnaire form is included in Appendix 4.

Feedback Received

Summary

A total of 96 people who attended the exhibition submitted details on a questionnaire. Of those, 33
people only left contact details asking to be kept informed about the proposal. The remaining 63
guestionnaires contained responses to the questions asked.

1. Do you welcome the RHSPT&6s proposal to | ocate S
School building?

- 100% of respondents replied 6Yesd to this quest

2. Overall, do you support the proposed design concept and layout of the proposals on display this
evening?

- 100% of respondents replied 6Yesbd6 to this quest
3. Do you think the RHSPTO6s proposals wildl i mprov
concerts and events in Edinburgh?

- Out of 63 respondents, 60 said 6Yesd and the r
Comments
The strongest themes which emerged from the responses were support for the continuation of the
buil dingds historic educdttisomsalgnpudr gane earfdra Erdd snpb

cultural fabric.

There was deep concern in several responses at the alternative commercial proposals which were
described as fAuglyodo and fipoorly thought outo.

Although supporting the proposal in principle, several respondents were keen to see the detail of
any proposal, in full, before taking a view, particularly in connection with any proposed landscaping
and public realm proposals on Regent Road; more detail on the architectural style and elevation
of the new build; provision of an entrance to the block on the eastern side and a new entrance to
the north. Comments received at the exhibition are provided at Appendix 5.

Further public feedback

There was a further opportunity for members of the public to view the display boards for the
proposal on Monday 22 June in the public bar of th
interested parties were invited to attend anend-oft er m musi cal concert hosted
School and attendees had the opportunity to study the displays before the concert, during the

interval, and afterward.

In total, seven concert attendees agreed to fill in questionnaire feedback forms, all of whom
answered the questions with a 06yesobicharEhollateéin wer e f i
Appendix 5.
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Finally, from July to November 2015 the RHSPT received a total of 63 additional responses to the
guestionnaire via its website. These responses were almost 100 per cent supportive of the
RHSPTO6s propos al siteacothments which areecallatesl On Appendix 5.

Distribution of respondents

The feedback received suggests that the event on 18 June was attended by people from a wide
range of locations across the City of Edinburgh. There were a number from the immediate vicinity
of the old Royal High School (EH7), including Regent Terrace, Calton Terrace and the
neighbourhood immediately north of London Road.

Subsequent responses to the questionnaire reflected a similar constituency of respondents. The
overwhelming majority coming from correspondents in Edinburgh, though there were also
responses from addresses in the Scottish Borders, Midlothian, Fife, Angus and the Western Isles.
Two respondents recorded addresses in England.

Additional Consultation Activity

Aligned with the PAN process, significant additional consultation has been undertaken with a
variety of stakeholder groups, as detailed below:-

Meeting Date

Preliminary Meeting with Historic Scotland 28 Apr 2015
Preliminary Meeting with Edinburgh World Heritage 30 Apr 2015
Meeting with New Town & Broughton Community Council 11 May 2015
Pre Application Meeting with CEC Planning 18 Jun 2015
Urban Design Panel Presentation 28 Oct 2015
Historic Scotland & CEC Planning review meeting 02 Nov 2015
Edinburgh World Heritage review meeting 03 Nov 2015
Cockburn Association Presentation 10 Nov 2015

Following the submission of the PAN, and as is standard protocol, the Council considered a report
of pre-application at their Development Management Sub Committee meeting of 24 June 2015.
The purpose of the report was to inform the Development Management Sub-Committee of a
forthcoming planning application. The report summarised the following key issues associated with
any application which the Council would consider:
a) The development would be acceptable in principle having regard to the development
plan;
b) The impact on the historic environment;
c) The design and layout are acceptable within the character of the area;
d) The proposal complies with the Edinburgh Design Guidance;
e) The proposals safeguard the sitebds | andscape
f) Access arrangements are acceptable in terms of road safety and public transport
accessibility; and
g) There are any other environmental factors that require consideration.

The following additional information was noted as being required to support any application:
Design and Access Statement;

Planning Statement;

Pre-application Consultation Report;

Sustainability Statement;

Noise Assessment;

Flood Risk and Surface Water Management Information;

Air Quality Assessment (depending on proposed parking numbers);
Archaeological Information; and

Conservation Plan An assessment of the proposed development in the context of the
Development Plan is provided separately within the Planning Statement.

=4 =4 =8 -4 -8 _4a_48_°8_-°



Adopting Feedback

Comments received at the various consultation events and meetings were circulated widely within
the development team.

These comments throughout the process of consultation have informed the proposal which forms
the application for planning permission and application for listed building consent. In particular, the
consultation has resulted in detailed consideration of the following issues in the preparation of the
application submission:

9 Design & Related Issues

A number of respondents were keen to receive further clarity as to the specific detail of the
architectural solution proposed, and extent and detail of the new build elements of the
proposal.

A fully developed design solution forms part of the planning application submission and
application for listed building consent, and follows extensive discussions including with
heritage and amenity stakeholders.

The submission is also accompanied by a Design & Access Statement which summarises
the specific nature of the works. The application for listed building consent includes
detailed drawings, heritage and conservation statements.

1 Landscaping & Public Realm

Landscaping and public realm are integral components of the proposed development, both
within the site, and extending beyond. The applicants undertake to work with stakeholders
to develop proposals out with the site in going forward.

Extensive work has been undertaken by Open, and forms part of the application
submission.

9 Public Access & Function

Ensuring public access to the former Royal High School building is a fundamental element
of the proposed development.

Use of the premises by the school and the public will be balanced. Exceptional public
performance spaces are envisaged. The Design & Access Statement accompanying the
submission seeks to summarise the approach in this respect.

Conclusions

Responses received as a result of the pre-application consultation process suggest a very high
degree of public and community support for the RHSPT proposal.

Since the Public Exhibition on 18 June, at total of 166 members of the public registered to be kept
up to date with its progress.

All but one of the 128 respondents to the multiple choice questionnaire agreed that they welcomed
the RHSPTO6s proposal to |l ocate St Maryds Music Sch
per cent of respondents supported the proposed design concept and layout, while 95 per cent
thought the RHSPTO&6s proposals wildl i mprove provisi
and events in Edinburgh. There were no negative responses to the questionnaire; where



responses to the consultation were not completely positive this was because the respondent
required additional information or did not want to provide a definite opinion.

The proposals have received 115 written comments, with each comment expressing support for
the RHSPTs aims. Individual comments received are attached at Appendix 5.

In addition, the RHSPT has consulted widely with statutory and community stakeholder groups, as
well as local elected representatives to ensure that the widest possible constituency is aware of
the potential impact of the proposal.

Comments received at the various consultation events and meetings have been circulated within
the development team and have informed the application proposals.



Appendix 1: Proposal of Application Notice submitted to City of Edinburgh

Council (CEC) on 23 April 2015.

+€DINBVRGH -

THE CITY OF EDTNBURGH COUNCIL

OR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Reference Mo / { PAN
Associated Application Na :
Registration 1ate

Proposal of Application Notice

(1o be completed in respect of national and wajor.calegorics of developmenty

Under the Town £ Country Flanning (Scottand) Act 1997 a2 amended by the Manning ie (Seollud) Act 2006

The planning authority will respond within 21 days of recelving the Notice. It will advise whether the
praposed Pre-Application Consultation Is satisfactory or if additional notification and consultation above
the statutory minimum is required. The minimum consultation activity includes consultation with the
relevant community council(s), the holding of one public event and its advertisement In a local newspaper.

1 APPLICANT'S NAME __ Royal Hioh School Proservaion Tnisl

ADDRESS __ 54 pthall Read

* DETAILS

— Biflochry, Perthshire

pgsrcm}g. PH1E 5BU

TELEPHONE
EMAIL

! portnerfelase frisnd/elatioe of ebthar |

b Please tick e box if the oppleont Is an Efected Mumber, o on officer invehved in the phannlng pracess, of Cly of Edibungh Coml, or bz a

2 AGENT'S NAME o E MichsllWE,
: DETAILS ADDRESS 4 Aflsoll Bosd
. {fapplicable) Pilachry, Perthehira

POSTCODE PH18 §8U
TELEFHONE ATOR 472 BOA
EMAIL jEDh it hall.eo. ok

| paetnerfeiase fland relathe of either L

! Blamse Hek the box if the applicant & an Fledtad Member, or on officer lnvolved ko the plenning process, of City of Edintismgh £ounchl, oris o

3 ADDRESS OR LOCATION OF PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

. completed Notlce.

Former Roval High Schoal

 Please state the postal address of the prospective development site. If there is no postal
. address, describe its location. Please outline the site on an 05 base plan and attach it to this

BT Ropent-Houad——

Edinburgh




4 Describe in general terms the development to be carried out. Outline its characteristics.

Conservation and adaplion of famner Rayal High School building designed by Thomas Hamllen ta fanm new
premises for St Mary's Music School end sdaplion and domolition of later ancilany buildings esaential (o fom
new resldanlial and praciice lacililes for the schaol.

' State what Lype of planning permission this PAN will relate to (please tick):

 Full Planning Permission Planning Permission In Principle [ ]
. Approval of Matters specified In Conditions I:_I
 State Class: National || Major [x]

& State which other parties have received a copy of this Proposal of Application Notice.

. Community Council(s) Date Notice served
UM Trewn & Broughlea-Commuaniy-Sounel——————— M| 23rd Aprll 2015
_ ONd Town Community Souneil
Any other parties Date Motice served
" Edinturgh World Heritage Trust AN 230 Aprlt 2015
: “FiFione Seolknd -
. —Localiard Covnelliors _ —_

" Regenl Roag Residents’ Association
: Cliy Cerire Neighboufood Fartnerehlp

3 Please give details of proposed consultation.

Date and Time
EnEETEE T ) cermmOnSRE
CANOMEATE KiRl EDNBoRed 1™ June, S pm- Spe.

Proposed Public Event
Bkl ExHib

. Proposed newspaper advert date TEC (At least 7 days prior to axhibilion)

- Where published
Edinkurgh Evening Mows,

Detalls of any other consultation methods (date,time and with whom)

Direct cngagement with consultess ! Inleresl Grougs - Details to Fallow

Signature Williarm Grary Mule for Reoyal High School Preservation Tist Date  Réwfesidide— 205" Hay o1y

(A planning application for this development cannot be submitted less than 12 weeks from the date the
Proposal of Application Notce is received and without the statutory requirements having been
undertaken. The application must be accompanied by the Pre-Application Cansultation report)

Cily of Edinburgh Coundl, Services for Communifizs - Planning G2,

Waverey Court - 4 East Market Strest, Edinburgh, EMS 8BG. Tel. 0121 §29 3560
Amarnded May 2014
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Appendix 2: Public notice advertising the first public exhibition was placed in
the Edinburgh Evening News on 8 June 2015.

Public Notices

www.edinburghnews.com

starts here

¥ PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC EXHIBITION

Application Notice has been
.sumforﬂle of the former Royal

h School building, 5-7RegentRoad
deelgnedby'rhomt-bmlm\.bfom
newmmbeaforStMuy'sm and
adapﬁonm\ddunolﬂonofhwmmmm
essential to form new residential and practice
facilities for the school.

A Public Exhibition on the will take place
on THURSDAY 18th JUNE between Spm and 8pm

at Canongate Kirk, 153 Canongate, Edin
EH8 8BN.

It is intended to submit a planning application for
the proposed development later in 2015. The
Exhibition will illustrate the proposed approach to
development and representatives of the applicant,
the Royal High School Preservation Trust, will be
on hand to explain the proposal. There will be an
opportunity to provide comment on feedback forms
at the. Exhibition, or to follow up with written
comments to info@rhspt.org. The applicant will
take all comments into consideration in
progressing toward the submission of a formal
planning application. Comments should be
received by Friday 26th June. For further
information on the proposals, please visit
www.rhspt.org.

There will be a formal opportunity to make
representations to City of Edinburgh Council as
planning authority once a planning application has
been submitted.
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Appendix 3: Flyer / Poster notice advertising the first public exhibition
distributed to residential and business addresses in the surrounding areas.

RHSPT

the Royal High School Preservation Trust

Copynight: Coiin Mclean LRFS

Invitation to Public Consultation Exhibition

You are invited to an exhibition on the
proposed adaption of the former
Royal High School building, 5-7
Regent Road, Edinburgh, designed by
Thomas Hamilton, to form new
premises for St Mary's Music School
and adaption and demclition of later
ancillary buildings essential to form
new residentizl and practice facilities
for the school.

The exhibition will take place on
Thursday 18 June between Spm and
8pm at Canongate Kirk, 153
Canongate, Edinburgh, EHS 8BN.

It is intended to submit 3 planning
application for the proposed
development later in 2015. The
exhibition will illustrate the proposed

approach to development and
members of the project team, as well
as pupils and staff from St Mary's
Music School will be on hand to speak
to visitors.

There will be an opportunity to
provide comment on feedback forms
at the exhibition or to follow up with
comments via info@rhspt.org. If you
are unable to attend the event, or
require information on the proposals,
please visit www.rhspt.org.

& -
sy
| 2 M
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Appendix 4: Questionnaire form distributed to visitors at public exhibitions.

LS

Public Consultation Event, Thursday 18 June 2015
Community Feedback Questionnaire

The Royal High School Preservation Trust (RHSPT) is keen to gather feedback on these proposals
from members of the local community and would be grateful for answers to the following questionnaire,
which will help us finalise plans. (Please tick your answers)

1. Do you welcome the RHSPT's proposal to locate St Mary's Music School in the old Royal
High School building?

Yes a No =] Indifferent =]

2. Overall, do you support the proposed design concept and layout of the proposals on display
this evening?

Yes @O No s} Indifferent a

3. Do you think the RHSPT's proposals will improve provision of public performance space for
concerts and events in Edinburgh?

Yes C No s} Don't know a

4. Any other comments or observations?

Eiaazs conlinys guarieal ¥ pasesiany

Please return to a member of the project team, by post to The Chairman, RHSPT, 46 Charlotte
Square, Edinburgh EH2 4HQ: or by email to info@rhspt.org by Friday 26 June.

In the event of a formal application being submitted to City of Edinburgh Council, you will have the
opportunity to make formal representations at the appropriate time. If you would like us to keep you
informed of developments relating to the proposals please provide the following details:

Name: Address:

Email:

Dicolaimer

Piease note that this questionnaire does not affect your right to comment on the planning application once lodged with City of
Edinburgh Councll Your comments wil be passed oa 1o City of Edindburgh Coundil as part of the reporiing of consulstion on the
proposals. Under the Data Profection Act 1998, we have a legal duty to protect any personal information we coliect from you
We will only use personsl information you supply to us for the reason that you provided it for. We will only hold informalion for
as long as necessary 10 fUlfl that purpose. We will not pass your informasion 0 any other parties uniess this Is made clear to you
st the time you suppiled It

13



Appendix 5: Individual written questionnaire comments received.

Comments received at Public Exhibition, 18 June 2015

1 [l suggest a] coalition of church music schools in Edinburgh. Special education (any
alliance with Panmure House for Performances/Business opportunities).

2 How to ferry the monsters back and forth to the cathedral?

3 Concerned that a school for 80/100 pupils may not be viable in the long term - otherwise
very impressed with your plans. Would like to see more detail of places to landscape area
of the building on Regent Road.

4 This is a unique opportunity which should be grasped enthusiastically by the city. 1 fully
support the endeavours of the RHSPT.

5 Wants to see plans for entrance at the block to E. More detail on QH replacement and
friendliness of three hall s. -thdycdStaitord A lig
investment for only 80 pupils - what's your potential size were you able to take in all
suitable students. 3) | am very glad that there will be no new buildings to the west and fully
support the replacement of the old block to the East with a modern building if one can be
found.

6 It has to be better than a hotel and it will give additional space for performances in
Edinburgh.

7 It was built as a school and it would be wonderful to see it being used as a school again.
Not as a Council car park!

8 Sensitive conservation of world class heritage is a vital consideration for this
redevelopment

9 | think the continuation of private funding, bringing a treasure of Edinburgh architecture
back into us and greatly enhancing the facilities of St Mary's is an excellent and timely
proposal for the city and should be supported at all levels.

10 | Probably a more useful benefit to the people of Edinburgh than the hotel.

11 | Public access would be an essential requirement.

12 | Greatidea.

13 | Altogether an excellent and wholly appropriate use.

14 | I very much like the creation of a new entrance to the north. This should help with access
issues. The approach will be enhanced by removal of the 1940s classroom block.
Suggested replacement of buildings to the east acceptable. It would form a most attractive
and secure environment for the students.

15 | St Mary's school would form a good strong backbone to celebrate and develop the
distinctive cultural contribution that Scotland has and can yet make to the world at large.

16 | It be a shame to see the wonderful building in such an iconic position go to another bog
standard commercial, poorly thought out, hotel. The plans to rest the use of the building
to its original purpose seem plainly obvious and would greatly enhance the overall cultural
infrastructure of the city.

17 | Great news regarding public access.

18 | Brilliant concept.

19 | Strongly in favour of the proposal and fiercely opposed to any hotel in this iconic building
which is part of the City's reputation as the "Athens of the North".

20 | This is a perfect use for this exceptional building. It also preserves it for the people of
Edinburgh and Scotland. Its use would be inclusive and creative.

21 | The Royal High School Building is a unique site with connections to early photography as
well as being an outstanding building. It would be a crime to not pressure it. St Mary's
seems an excellent way to do so into the future.

22 | The pupils win, the public wins. Performance spaces win. We all win.

23 | Bravo!

24 | Ilook forward to seeing the plans. This initially seems much more appropriate than other

proposals.
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25 | I'm chair of Friends of Canongate Kirk Yard. We would be delighted to support you in this.
| would welcome an opportunity to discuss how we could help you.

26 | An excellent proposal in keeping with the site's history and importance to the city.

27 | | reserve judgement on the rebuild of the Victorian/Edwardian wing until designs are
forthcoming. Scheme vast improvement on hotel use.

28 | Wonderful proposal (as long as the new build to the east side is congruent and
sympathetic). This is so much more preferable to the ugly hotel designs already put
forward. | wish you the best of luck.

29 | Itis a joy to find a group with such an outstanding vision for using such a significant
building in a way which benefits the nation. | hope that their vision will likewise inspire the
City of Edinburgh Council's planning department.

30 | 1) Awonderful example of an innovative alternative use instead of the current commercial
development. 2) The enhancement of culture in the city by the relocation of the current
music school will add to our tourist attractions.

31 | 1) | wholeheartedly support the notion of this building's use for educational purposes.
Performance space for the school and for public events would reopen an architectural
gem to a city population that has long been unaware of its history and future potential.
Young people's participation in the arts belongs to be in the centre of our city - fingers
crossed.

32 | This is an iconic building crying out for preservation. Your proposal is wonderful. Let's
make the dream come true.

33 | Given the building was built as a school it seems a logical step to have a school again.
Hotels can be built in many places this is not the only scenic place in Edinburgh.

34 | Good to see a proposal to bring the building back to (something like) its original use
without inappropriate alteration. 1like the ideas of landscaping Regent Road - presumably
to reduce traffic.

35 | A huge improvement on present plans. Good luck!

36 | The proposal is exactly what is needed for this iconic building and site. Much more fitting
proposals than the ugly and large hotel development. 100% support.

37 | Looks good!

38 | Much will depend on the design of the "new build".

39 | As aformer pupil of Royal High, | was educated in this building and | am glad at long last
that it looks like it will be once again be in use and for education.

40 | Huge improvement on the hotel proposals. Need to see elevational treatment on the new-
build. However you have my support 100%

41 | This is an excellent project - sympathetically architecturally and publicly-spirited. It would
be an asset to the school and community alike.

42 | A perfect match

43 | Wonderful plan! Totally in favour

44 | Excellent re-use of school proposal.

45 | Much more details required - the devil is in the detail. The building was designed as a
school: not a hotel not even a National Parliament. It contains wonderful spaces for
chamber music etc. Public transport and/or pedestrian access to the building is more
suited to a school than to a hotel or similar (e.g. restaurant).

46 | A brilliant inspirational use of the building. Good luck!

47 | Delighted to see that the new building will be no higher than the existing structure. Entirely
appropriate and sensible use. Look forward to see architects designs to see whether we
can lend full support to this.

48 | This proposalis a 'no brainer' as they say. It fits the building, educational remit and cultural
heritage aspects in every way. Every digit crossed and spreading the word.

49 | Key issue will be sympathetic design of new building to east of site.

50 | It would be a wonderful addition to music in Edinburgh.

51 | Much better use of classic building.
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52 | Wonderful idea, St Mary's would go from strength to strength. | do hope the vision will be
fulfilled. Please do keep me informed.

53 | Essential to maintain the integrity of the site in the relation to the WHS. This proposal
does this both physically and in spirit.

54 | 1) I would hope that genuine opportunity for public access to the Bulpins would exist - by
way of performances. 2) Has any consideration been given to installing statues on the
plinths as originally envisaged? Or adding a frieze above the portico?

55 | In principle this is the perfect solution in terms of design and function for such an important
and sensitive site. | would be grateful if you would send me a copy of the material
displayed on this evening's information boards.

56 | More encouragement in the site at all levels is overdue.

57 | The quality of student at St Mary's deserves facilities of this quality, School and Royal
High seem a perfect match.

58 | A cultural use is infinitely preferable to hotel use - very keen that the development will
support the whole bill and that new buildings stay with the Greek revival.

59 | Excellent plan, inspired proposals

60 | | am an ardent supporter of your proposal insofar as it represents a relevant use of the
buildings. However in practical terms | have grave doubts as to the financial viability of the
project. Where is the funding being sourced? How financially stable is the Music School
to sustain high rents or capital outgoings?

Comments received, 22 June 2015

61 | Go forit!

62 | An excellent and brilliant proposal. We wish it all success!

63 | Strong supporter

64 | What a brilliant idea - great development of the school - a coaching development for the
old Royal High School. Good luck!

65 | Excellent to have x3 year round performance stage.

Comments received electronically, July i November 2015

66 | The proposal to develop the building as a hotel would mean two unsightly "travelodges"
erected East and West, and worse would wreck the auditorium by a horizontal division
into two meaningless spaces The proposal for redevelopment as a Music School is
perfect, and is immeasurably the better of the two proposals

67 | A 'destination' music school, wonderful! A better choice over alternative proposal of a
destination hotel. Music School would undoubtedly become an accessible asset to our
capital city. Nurturing city inhabitants and many others from throughout Scotland and
elsewhere in all aspects of music.

68 | This sounds like an ideal proposal which | do hope will go ahead. | look forward to seeing
a proper 3 dimensional architect's proposal and will then be able to give a definite yes.

69 | | am the Head Teacher at the Royal High Primary School based in the Northfield part of
the city. The present primary school served as the prep school for the original Royal High
on Calton Hill. Like the present building on Calton Hill, the primary school is
accommodated in a fine traditional building. There is a rich history of links between the
schools. As an advocate of education and the arts, | think the St. Mary's proposal is
excellent and | would be happy to be involved in any way that that was thought to be
beneficial.

70 | Edinburgh does not need another hotel and this landmark building should certainly not be
ruined in the creation of such. On the other hand a world class music school and a new
performance centre would greatly add to the prestige of this city.

71 | This building would be an ideal site for St Mary's Music School, with its central location
and variety of facilities. It is appropriate in terms of historical continuity that an educational
establishment should once more occupy it.

72 | The Royal High School should remain for the people of Edinburgh as a Music School.

73 | | think this is a 'no brainer'! It's absolutely essential it be given every chance to succeed.
Many of us were disappointed when RHS was not chosen as the site of our parliament
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but converting it to St Mary's Music School with venue spaces year round for the public
would be a very appropriate alternative use for it. It would also be eminently suitable for
use as a venue in school holiday time for events such as The Edinburgh International
Harp Festival

74

| fully support the proposal to turn the Royal High School into St Mary's Music School.
Edinburgh doesn't need yet another hotel.............. but we can never have enough
performance spaces!

75

The Royal High School is a distinctive building in a prime position. Its use as an all-year-
round educational/cultural hub will enhance our capital city, already a leading cultural
landmark of the globe. We do not need another hotel or gourmet destination for the elite.
A building that houses an educational institution such as St. Mary's, combined with events
and performance spaces creates a possibility for innovative educational/cultural
collaborations which could be very valuable indeed.

76

So much more in keeping with the RHS than the hotel proposal.

77

| understand the Space Planning proposal as suggesting the demolition of the old Gym
on the East of the site. Is it not possible to gut the old building and insert mezzanine floors
respectively using roof lighting to open up the upper floor(s) without having to demolish
the original stone building? It would seem to be best to replace the more modern buildings
in front with better quality ones.

78

Edinburgh is losing its way as a city of the Arts by choosing to promote commercial
interests such as hotels in and around places of classical beauty. There are areas close
to the city centre which are better suited to support new hotels eg Haymarket, Southside,
Leith which need commerce and development. The site at The Royal high School is a
triumph of neoclassicism. Few cities could boast of such beauty in their city centre and it
was built for education and arts. It is a popularly held view that Edinburgh lacks good
music venues, it would be a missed opportunity not to use the building for this purpose.
Visitors would take it for granted if it was in their hotel area but seeing it come into view
then entering it for a concert would be a thrilling experience. Do not spoil The Royal High
School's spectacular aspect and architectural impact on our cityscape.

79

It is imperative that the obscene hotel proposal is not granted planning permission - it
would ruin the architectural integrity of Hamilton's building. The proposed use by St Marys
would bring new life to the old school and would continue the concept as a place for
education and childrends devel opment .

80

The St Mary's School of Music proposal appears to be the sole proposal yet which does
not defile the majesty of this edifice on its very important and dominating site in Scotland's
capital city. The proposal links wonderfully with the fine educational heritage handed down
by the Royal High School. | foresee the significance and reputation of St Mary's School of
Music being further enhanced at world-class status simply by locating to this imposing
location; similarly, international musicians queuing to be granted the privilege of
performing in the delightful, acoustically excellent "Hall". The proposed harmonic blend of
stunning scenic, architectural and musical supremacy would create an added-value cherry
to the cake of specialist and general tourism from which the citizens of Edinburgh and
wider Scotland would be net cultural and financial beneficiaries. Surely a stroke of near
brilliance!

81

Hurry up in getting the planning application lodged with CEC because there is a danger
they will push ahead with the property company and hotel application. Start a public outcry
against a hotel and in favour if your proposal. That worked well with Panmure House a
few years ago. Keep up the pressure on Councillors!

82

| attended the Royal High School in the Calton Hill building from 1965-1968, and | am very
anxious to see the building finally put to a good use.

83

This is a great idea and a ray of hope that the council planning department will not destroy
yet another iconic old building in Edinburgh.

84

| think it would provide St Mary's Music School the capacity and market positioning to
extend its reach. However, | am sure the team will ensure that if it does come to pass, that
it doesn't become a millstone around their necks which could hinder what they already do
- extremely well.
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85

Edinburgh does not need a further hotel development to join all the others on site or in the
pipeline. The use of the magnificent listed building for St Marys Music School would be an
most appropriate use for this iconic listed structure and enhance Edinburgh's cultural
status world-wide.

86

It would be a travesty if this wonderful building were turned into an hotel. The central space
is wonderful and should be used as you propose for concerts. You are to be commended
and encouraged to see this project through to a proper use of the Old Royal High School.

87

Really, really hope your proposal is accepted by Edinburgh City Council. It would be a
huge asset to the cultural and educational focus of the city and only endorse our status
as a World Heritage Site.

88

| think this is a wonderful proposal. | was disappointed when the plans for a Scottish
assembly using the Royal High School site and Calton Hill were allowed to disappear from
view (was this because this would have created the most stunning parliament building in
the world.!) | was equally disappointed by the plan to use the Royal High School for a
commercial venture such as a huge luxury hotel. This proposal for St. Mary's Music School
is excellent, and | pray that it is successful.

89

The proposed hotel is horrendous, not in keeping with the situation.

90

This is an excellent proposal that makes appropriate use of one of Edinburgh's most
prominent buildings.

91

The last thing we need is for a hotel complex to be built on the Royal High School site.
The additional extensions will make a blot on the landscape and will not enhance the view
of the iconic building which should be preserved as much as possible in its present form.
The use of the school by St Mary's Music School would be a wonderful way for the school
and the buildings to be used and this would allow additional performing space to be
available for Festival concerts or for other performing use. We must avoid a hotel
development at all costs. Another hotel would have the sole aim of making money for the
bankrupt Edinburgh Council. Making money may be the only aim of the Council but it is
not in the best interests of the people of Edinburgh.

92

Far better a music school than a hotel! Hope it will be available for hire for concerts by
Edinburgh organisations not just the Music School though.

93

Would rather the music school was situated in this wonderful old building than being
converted into a Hotel. | was a pupil at the Royal High School in the 1960's.

94

It would be helpful to see a fully costed and technically audited proposal for this complex
building conversion (not immediately apparent on your website) without which any such
aspiration is groundless. It would also be good to understand whether St Mary's or RHSPT
responded when CEC were publicly seeking proposals for the rescue of this important
building in 2009/10. Perhaps this campaign has arisen as a reaction to a situation rather
than a viable alternative. It would be lamentable should the viability and reputation of the
venerable Mary's suffer as a result any under-researched positioning.

95

| think this would be of great benefit to St Mary's and in turn to the musical life of Scotland
and much further afield.

96

The proposal to develop a hotel at the RHS site reminds me of the scandal of the early
1960s, when the St James Centre development was pushed through in shady
circumstances, against the clearly expressed wishes of Edinburgh residents. That building
continues to blight Edinburgh's skyline, particularly when viewed from the north, where |
lived as a child. Let's not repeat that mistake. St Mary's is a world class music school that
allows Scotland to punch above its weight on the world stage. But it is very small and
needs more space. Moving the school there would protect the site from improper
development, while enhancing one of Scotland's great assets.

97

This proposal will breathe life back into this wonderful and inspiring Scottish building. This
project MUST be chosen over the atrocious and vandalistic hotel plans!!

98

| think this is a perfect suggestion to fully use and keep a valuable historical building for
public interest.

99

An ideal solution to a problem that has existed since the School closed over 40 years ago.

100

Superb functional fit and design proposal preserves and enhances special character, style
and appearance of existing building and site.

18




101

| would like to know what the capacity of the main hall would be for public concert
performances. Also how can we help to support your effort.

102

It would be a very welcome development to see this building become a lively venue again
as well as giving the music school the opportunity to expand. The school are very well
placed to make the most of this and contribute even more to the cultural future of Scotland.

103

The sooner this building is put to good use the better for all of us!

104

Delighted to see a proposal for the old RHS building which puts it back into use as a
school, and is sympathetic to the existing buildings.

105

This is a far more acceptable use of the site than the godawful hotel proposed. | hope the
planners see it the same way.

106

Essential to preserve this magnificent building as close as possible to its original form not
only to benefit the music school but the heritage site and the City.

107

I think it's a magnificent idea.

108

| disagree strongly with plans for the hotel. | support the idea of St Mary's Music School
moving to the Royal High School.

109

I would like to support the proposal that St Mary's Music School should move to the Royal
High School - for all the reasons given by Alexander McCall Smith.

110

| wish to add my support to the proposals of the Trust.

111

As a second generation RHS person (my grandfather was at school in this building) it is
what is best for the city. Not another hotel which will not cater to nor will it provide for a
wider proportion of people of this city. | am also outraged that one of the companies
involved has been emailing its employees to email the city council to say it agrees with
the hotel proposal. How do | know this. One of its employees is my partner is is looking to
leave the company as he can't back a project which will cause heartache for my family.

112

| totally support the imaginative, valuable and socially healthy proposal that has been
made for this sympathetic development of one of Edinburgh's principal architectural
treasures, with equal strength to the contempt, anger and loathing in which | hold those
culturally corrupt and morally bankrupt officials and others who are currently proposing to
push through a range of vulgar and ugly proposals for the above and other key sites within
Edinburgh, motivated entirely by a vicious and unimaginative prioritising of the principal of
maximising private and corporate profit, at the expense of promoting and protecting that
decent and enlightened society, which we, the people of Edinburgh and Scotland, desire.

113

Absolutely brilliant! This new proposal need to go ahead. The best future for the Royal
High School | could have thought of.

114

| am absolutely delighted to hear about this new proposal to relocate St Mary's school into
the former Royal High School! Unfortunately | didn't know about it till today (5th of
November) and couldn't favourably comment on planning application at the city of
Edinburgh Council website. | hope my voice can still be heard through this survey! | gladly
welcome this proposal with all my earth! The idea of converting this stunning historical
building into a luxury hotel it's simply unacceptable and it is a devastating thought for me.
| sincerely hope you will win the competition!

115

| think it is appalling that the building has lain empty for so long and the Gareth Hoskins
proposals are insensitive to such an important historic building, besides which Edinburgh
does not need any more hotels. | wish you the best of luck with your proposals which |
welcome wholeheartedly and | hope that CEC do the right thing and accept your offer.
The list of what they have done wrongly over the last few years is rather long however -
Caltongate, St Andrew's Square, Craighouse, selling the old Boroughmuir High School to
Cala instead of to Out of The Blue which suggests that money and greed are more
important than culture, St James Centre - but maybe because of this they will do
something right for a change.
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